
Math 

8th Grade Team 

 During the month of January, ELA classes explored nonfiction.   

Lessons focused on text features, academic vocabulary, and con-

ducting research.  Exposure to a variety of texts and real life appli-

cations enhanced the unit. To wrap up the nonfiction unit, students 

are writing research-based essays for the annual Greenwood For-

est Farms contest.   
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January was a busy month!  Students took midterms, completed their mid-year 

NWEA benchmarks, and will get updated Lexiles using the Scholastic Reading Inven-

tory.  The Ski club spent some time on the 

slopes and we even had our first snow day!   

The second quarter is coming to an end.  

How is your child doing?  This is a great time 

to check in and set goals for the second half of 

the school year.     

English Language Arts 

What’s Happening... 

The 8th grade has been working on finding the slope, x-intercept, and y-

intercept of lines both graphically and algebraically.  They have also been 

graphing linear functions with tables and slope-intercept form.  They will be 

continuing to work on graphing functions in February and will start working 

on solving systems of equations. 

The Algebra class has been working on graphing linear functions and solv-

ing systems of equations and inequalities graphically.  We just finished a unit 

on solving systems of equations using substitution and elimination.  We will 

be starting to work on solving and graphing quadratic functions in February. 

  



Students kicked off the month creating their own political cartoons on imperialism.  Through project-

based learning and discussion, students have analyzed World War I.  The acronym M.A.I.N. summa-

rized the causes and document based questions helped 

students to determine the impact of the war.  Activities 

included researching propaganda and technological ad-

vances of the time period.   
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During the month of January,  lessons have focused on poten-

tial and kinetic energy, the electromagnetic spectrum, and 

the parts of a wave.  Moving into February, students have 

started exploring magnets through hands-on activities and 

demonstrations. 

Living Environment has been studying Human Body Systems 

and visited the BODIES REVEALED exhibit at the Liberty Sci-

ence Center.  

Science 

Chorus and Band 
The chorus and band have been working through possible selections for the 

spring concert.  Students will be attending the Music in the Parks competition at 

Dorney Park in Allentown, PA on June 2 2017.  Permission forms will be sent 

home sometime in February. 

Spanish 

Social Studies 

For the month of January, students continued to expand their Span-

ish vocabularies with words related to their bedrooms.  Using their 

new vocabulary, students designed pictures of their rooms (or their 

ideal room) and composed questions relating to the location and 

description of various items.  To wrap up the month, students took a 

cumulative exam on vocabulary, listening, comprehension, and con-

jugation. 
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P.E. Update 
 

This month began with our PE classes completing a basketball unit. The 

basketball unit focused on developing the various skills of the game as well 

as the rules and concepts of the game.  Our goal of the unit is always to give 

our students the ability to play this game on their own outside of school in an 

effort to promote physical activity.   

Last week we began our dance unit which will continue for another week or 

two.  During this unit our students will learn various dances from the Cha 

Cha slide to the Cupid Shuffle.   

Project Lead the Way 
The 8th grade is kicking off the new year learning how to write Syntax Code to pro-

gram robots. In computer programming, syntax code defines how declarations, 

functions, commands, and other statements should be arranged. Students are learn-

ing to use a program called Robot C to write syntax code for different sensors and 

motors to perform different tasks. Once students master programming, we will com-

bine the language and building of vex pieces to create robots to perform different 

tasks.   

Eighth grade students have been in with their ELA classes to review the creation of a bib-

liography page. Students discussed avoiding plagiarism as the key reason to create a 

bibliography page and practiced creating citations using an online citation generator. 

Additionally, students reviewed the use of in-text citations in research work to best give 

credit to sources throughout the body of their work.  

Library Media Center 

Sport Spotlight 
Congratulations to the Cheerleaders for placing second at their recent 

competition.  Great job to Mrs. King and all the girls! 
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Art 
The 8th Graders spent the last month focusing on Notans (relationship between positive and negative 

space) While the project may seem simple it was a lot of trial and error on the students part to be able 

to make their final projects well balanced. 


